
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 10 

The Honorable Leonard Forsman 
Office of the Executive Director 
The Suquamish Tribe 
18490 Suquamish Way 
Suquamish, Washington 98392 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900 
Seattle, WA 98101-3140 

JUL 23 2015 
OFFICE OF 

ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANUP 

Re: Offer of Government-to-Government Consultation for the Bremerton Auto 
Wrecking/Garst Creek site in Garst, Washington 

Dear Chairman Forsman: 

The purpose of this letter is to offer the Suquamish Tribe government-to-government consultation with 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency on the proposed removal action for the Bremerton Auto 
Wrecking/Garst Creek Landfill site located at or around 4275 State Highway 3 in Gorst, Washington. 
The EPA previously consulted with the Suquamish in 2012 during the preparation of an Engineering 
Evaluation and Cost Analysis (EE/CA) pursuant to the selection of a non-time critical removal action. 
Due to recent developments, including a change in the proposed preferred response action, the EPA 
believes it is appropriate to offer the Suquamish an opportunity to consult. 

The EPA recognizes its unique legal relationship with Tribal governments as set forth in the United 
States Constitution, treaties, statutes, executive orders, and court decisions. EPA's Policy on 
Consultation and Coordination with Indian Tribes identifies response actions that may affect a tribe(s} as 
activities that are normally appropriate for consultation. We are writing you now to offer a formal 
government-to-government consultation process to ensure you have the opportunity to consult with the 
EPA prior to the important decisions we plan to make over the next few months. 

The Site is a former landfill site near Port Orchard and was operated as a landfill from the late 1960s 
until 1989. During this time, the landfill primarily received auto-wrecking wastes but also received other 
wastes, such as medical waste, demolition debris and waste from Puget Sound Naval Shipyard, and 
municipal solid waste from local sources. 

The releases from this Site are of particular concern because the Site is a tributary to Puget Sound, the 
restoration and protection of which is a shared priority for the EPA and the Suquamish Tribe. Gorst 
Creek also provides important habitat for salmon and other priority fish species. The former landfill 
also impedes the flow of Garst Creek which causes the creek to impound upstream resulting in localized 
flooding, erosion and dispersion of waste from the landfill into the downstream en~ironment. . 
On February 26, 2015, the EPA ordered the U.S. Navy to implement a removal action at the Site t~ . 
stabilize and cover the landfill in place and re-route Gorst Creek around the landfil.l. Re~ent neg~t1at1ons 
between the EPA, Navy and the U.S. Department of Justice have prompted recons1derat1on.ofth1s 
removal action and discussion of a new, preferred removal action to remove the landfill entirely and 



restore Gorst Creek and the ravine to natural conditions. It is expected that the newly proposed removal 
action will provide a permanent, long-tenn solution at the Site. If an agreement is reached it will be 
memorialized in an Administrative Order on Consent between the EPA, the property owner and the 
Navy. This agreement will be made available for public comment before it is finalized. We hope to 
begin the public comment period in August. 

The EPA staff have coordinated with Alison O'Sullivan, Tribal Fisheries Biologist, and have 
participated in the Gorst Creek comprehensive watershed plan advisory committee meetings. Ms. 
O'Sullivan has indicated that the Tribe has an interest in the Site and may wish to be involved in the 
design regarding the restoration of Gorst Creek and the ravine. 

If your Tribal government would like to initiate government-to-government consultation, please have 
your staff notify Jeffry Rodin, Federal On-Scene Coordinator. Jeff can be reached at (206) 553-6709 or 
at rodin.jeffry@epa.gov, and will make himself available to discuss any technical aspects of the Site as 
well as to discuss options and schedules for conducting government-to-government consultation. 

The background documents for the EE/CA are also available on the following web link: 
https://\.\rww.epaosc.org/BremertonAutoWreckingGorstCreek. You are welcome to contact me at (206) 
553-1847 or have your staff contact Jeffry Rodin, if you any questions regarding this letter. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Richard Albright, Director 
Office of Environmental Cleanup 

cc: Alison O'Sullivan, Suquamish Tribe, Fisheries Biologist 


